










Phyllis Spira … taught me not  
only dancing, but also how to live, 
how to forgive...she will always be 
my inspiration, even now she is no 
longer with us.
Noluyanda Mqulwana, former 
DFAYC member, currently with a 
dance company in Switzerland

TRIBUTE
TO A LEGEND

The immense sadness at the loss of Phyllis Spira continues to be felt around us. Phyllis, who 
passed away so unexpectedly on Tuesday 11 March, 2008, dominated the country’s stages for 
nearly 30 years and was the only South African dancer to carry the title of Prima Ballerina 
Assoluta. Within months of being accepted into London’s Royal School of Ballet, aged 16, she 
became a soloist with the Royal Ballet Touring Company. She returned to South Africa in 1964, 
having turned down an invitation to dance with the legendary Rudolph Nureyev and, a year 
later, joined Capab Ballet Company (today the CTCB), where she remained for 28 years.

But it is not only as an icon that she is remembered. After retiring from professional dance, 
Phyllis devoted her time and energy to Dance for All. Her understanding of young people, her 
sense of values and her wisdom made her contribution immeasurable. A pragmatist and a 
realist, she offered a voice of reason and was a pillar of strength. Her remarkable humility and 
capacity to give of herself made Phyllis the wonderful role model and source of inspiration to 
so many of the children whose lives she touched. Dance for All will strive in its work to live up 
to her extraordinary legacy.

Amongst numerous awards, Phyllis received South Africa’s highest civilian award for excellence, 
the Order of Meritorius Service Gold (1991). In 2003 she was named a member of the Order of 
Disa for her contribution to ballet and its development. But perhaps her greatest achievement 
is that her values were imparted on our youth where they continue to live on.

Sannette van der Mescht

Phyllis Spira
18 October 1943 – 11 March 2008
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