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An extensive drive was launched to raise the
necessary funds of 1.5 million Rands to renovate
the building in Athlone that the Ackerman Family
Foundation bought for the use of DFA. | must
thank and congratulate a wonderful team, Marlene
Carstens and Rebecca Meyer for their tireless
work in regard to all the additional administration
and fundraising that had to be done to make our
renovation possible. | would like to thank those
sponsors who formed a special partnership with
DFA in making this renovation possible. | would
also like to thank the Project Manager Mr David
Carstens and his team for the many hours of work
in keeping to a tight time frame and to the high
building standards that have been achieved so
far. Once again heartfelt thanks to the Ackerman
Family Foundation for partnering with DFA in
taking us into this new era. | never thought | would
be alive to see DFA in our very own headquarters
and here we are in a real community Dance Centre
for All.

We are all so excited about our new headquarters
and feel so proud to be part of this exciting
organisation that continues to grow more
professional each year. The dance centre has
brought us so much more stability and feeling of
belonging and the wonderful chance to share the
magic of dance with so many more people. We
plan to have open dance classes for the general
public and present in-house performances when
possible. The new DFA Dance Centre will give us
much more exposure and visibility.

I know and trust we will continue to grow as an
organisation — making dance as popular as sport
is in this country. We look forward to creating new
partnerships with other like-minded organisations
in making the dreams of others come true.

We are changing many lives and making a
difference to communities in such a positive way,
which gives us all hope for this wonderful country
of ours. We have to continue to invest in our
children who will be the leaders of tomorrow.

| would like to thank the DFA Board for their
continued support and belief in Dance for All.
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The DFA Outreach Programme is extremely in
demand throughout the community, and many
more schools in Nyanga and Khayelitsha would
like DFA to teach at their schools.

The number of students at DFA continues to
increase every year and the standard is growing
and this is because DFA is recognised by the
community as a programme that teaches their
children respect and confidence, but most of all
it keeps their children busy because DFA gives
classes every day of the week.

In April 2006, a group of Outreach Programme and
Junior and Senior Training Programme students
went on the annual ‘Stepping Out’ tour, which
continues to be a hit as DFA brings light and
excitement to these quiet towns.

In the June 2006 school holidays, we held a Winter
School at the Masikhanye Centre in Gugulethu
where all of the students from Gugulethu,
Khayelitsha and Nyanga came together to do
different styles of dance and most of all have

fun. Also in June, DFA started teaching African
dance and classical ballet in Athlone, at Belthorn

and St Raphael Primary Schools. These students
performed the dances they had learned at some of
their school functions.

DFA students continue to perform for corporate
functions and tourists who come to watch the
dance classes, which helps bring in funds to
sustain the programme.

This year, we have recognised a number of children
from the Outreach Programme who are more
talented in African and contemporary dance, so
we are expanding the Junior Training Programme
to include these styles and this will offer more
challenging dance classes to those students. This
new African and contemporary Junior Training
Programme group will have extra classes at the
new DFA Dance Centre every Saturday. However,
transporting this group of 30 students will not

be an easy task as we continue to struggle with
transport. We really need a DFA bus!

We are very excited to be in our new home in
Athlone. This will make such a big difference to
teachers and students.






